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World’s costliest Earth
satellite NISAR takes off

Isro, Nasa make history with successful launch of first joint project

SHINE JACOB
Chennai, 30 uly

In a major step towards the Indo-US
space partnership, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro) and the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (Nasa) on Wednesday
successfullylaunched the earth obser-
vation satellite, NISAR, from Srihari-
kotain Andhra Pradesh.

Vehicle-linked Al
smart glasses on
anvil: Qualcomm

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 30 July

Qualcomm, aUS-based semiconduc-
tor company, is in talks with Indian
two- and four-wheeler firms to
develop Al-powered smart glasses
that can be integrated with their
vehicles to assist riders, Savi Soin,
president of Qualcomm India, told
Business Standard on Wednesday.
“We can see these smart glasses,
which are integrated with four-

wheelers and two-'

Nasa-Isro  Synthetic Aperture inthe Q India avi
Radar (NISAR) is the costliest earth market in less than three years,” Soinsaidacouple of firms were
observation satellite till date, with an Soin said. According to him, Indian ~ working on ing the gl.

investment of $1.5 billion. This is also
the first joint development project by
the space agencies of both India and
the United States.

NISAR, weighing 2,392 kg, will scan
nearly all of earth’s land and ice sur-
faces twice every 12 days, providing
insights into the expansion and con-
traction of ice sheets, sea ice, and gla-
ciers, the deformation of its crust due
to natural hazards, as well as natural

Isro’s launch vehicle GSLV-F16, carrying NISAR, lifts off from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh, on Wednesday proro: isroviapTi

oratory (California). This is the first
jointdevelopment project undertaken
by the twonations,” said V Narayanan,
Isro chairman, announcing the suc-

mate change by taking images of the
earth 24 hours a day. These measure-
ments will be carried out by two radar
systems — an L-band system built by

auto companies have shown grow-
ing interest in using such glasses to
enhance the rider experience. “They
are very interested in knowing how
the smart glasses interact with the
vehicle. You are driving a scooter
and such glasses become a very
important tool,” he said, citing
ongoing conversations with auto-
motive chief technology officers
(CTOs) and executives.

oy

Poor Stokesmanship?

™

Previously, the firm has partnered
with Lenskart and Humbl glasses

allow for on-device Al processingand
spatial computing. Qualcommisalso
working with startups like QWR,
‘whose Humbl glasses are powered by
the Snapdragon AR1 platform.

Soin confirmed that “a couple of
other companies (glassmakers)” are
also working on launching these

TECHDIGEST @ mybsinjtech

Apple Store rolls out video call support
Apple has rolled out its “Shop with a Specialist over Video” fea-
ture in India, enabling users to connect with Apple Store
experts via video calls. Customers can inquire about products,
trade-in programmes, financing plans, and more.

and human changes to earth’s terres-  cess of the mission. the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Cali- “Weare studyingalotof different ~ accessories. “We have all the two- Motorolalaunches Acerunveils
trial ecosystems. “Successful launch of GSLV-F16 fornia, and an S-band system con- use cases for these smart glasses for - wheeler companies very interested. Moto G86 Powi NitroLite 16
After the final countdown, the carrying the world’s first dual-band structed by Isro’s Space Applications vehicle riders. They are at the PoC They are saying this is a very good Moto G ower itro Lite
GSLV-F16 rocket lifted off from the radar satellite NISAR is a game Centrein Ahmedabad. (proofofconcept)stagerightnow.We and safe option. For example, a Motorola has announced the Acer has unveiled its Nitro
second launch pad of the spaceportat  changer in the precise management of This was the first time a Nasa pay- are seeing how they are interacting Rapido driver today has a mobile Moto G86 Power smart- Lite 16 gaming laptop
5:40 pm. Following the firsttwostages  disasters like cyclones, floods, etc. load was launched aboard India’s with the vehicle and the rider.” attached in front and centre of the phone, priced atX17,999. The series in India. Starting at
of the launch, the mission entered its ~ Also, its capacity to penetratethrough GSLV  (Geosynchronous Satellite He said smart glasses could bike to see the route. This driver, device is powered by the 69,999, thelaptop
cryogenic stage by around 5:45 pm. fog, dense clouds, ice layers, etc. Launch Vehicle). become a natural extension of what ~ when he has smart glasses, will have MediaTek Dimensity 7400 includes a16-inch WUXGA
After completing several par- makes it a pathbreaking enabler for The industry expressed optimism riders already wear. “If the smart no need to have a phone screen in chipset and features aSoOMP resolution IPS display and
ith precision and final - the aviation and shipping sectors,” over the successful launch. glasses are as thinas the (non-smart) ~ front of him,” he said. Sony LYTIA 600 is powered by uptoa13th
ation, themissiondirectorannounced  said Jitendra Singh, minister of state “While this mission was primarily glasses that you and I are wearing Smart glasses can be bundled as main camera. It GenIntel
by around 5:59 pm that the NISAR for Science and Technology. led by national agencies, it paves the today, it will be very natural to have accessories with the vehicle, just like will be avail- Corei7-
launch was successful, scriptinganew Senior scientist Thomas Kurien way for the dynamic Indian private smart glasses,” he explained. a riding jacket. “We want to make able for pur- 13620H
episode in India’s space journey. was the director of the mission, while ~space sector to actively contribute to Earlier this month, Qualcomm surethatthe weight of the glassis not chase ' Processor.
“All parameters are as expected. ChaitraRaowasthe projectdirector.  such cutting-edge collaborations in partnered with eyewear brand Len- much, it hassufficient battery capac- starting e
This is a culmination of the teamwork The satellite will help in detecting  the near future,” said AK Bhatt, direc- skart tobuild such products usingits ity and it can do a lot of computing August 6. -

of Isro and Nasa’s Jet Propulsion Lab-

volcanic changes, landslides, and cli-

tor general, Indian Space Association.

Snapdragon XR chipsets, which

with the chip in there,” he said.

OBITUARY | MEGHNAD DESAL: 1940-2025

advanced economies, he wrote a volume
Hubris: Why Economists Failed to Predict
the Crisis and How to Avoid the Next One.
He was no blind admirer of what hap-
pened in India post liberalisation either.
His2010interview with Sucheta Dalaland
Debasish Basu of Moneylifewasentitled “If
only bureaucrats and the politicians got
out of the way, people would do fine.”
Interestingly, he called KYC Kick Your
Customer, a term which most accurately
describes the process as it is practiced

tion of the Lord Speaker of the House of
Lords. Hebecame gradually disenchanted
with the party and resigned his member-
shipin2020 after nearly 5o years, citingthe
Labour’s increasing drift towards antise-
mitism, especially under the leadership of
Jeremy Corbyn, as the reason.

Although an early admirer of Marxian
thought, he was notadoctrinaire Marxist.
He was particularly critical of the statist
version of socialism in Britain as well asin
India. He held Jawaharlal Nehru in high

numerous talk shows. He made quite an
impression with his
distinguished appearance with a halo of
hair and his sonorous voice. He wore his
scholarship lightly in these discussions
and was immensely popular.

For decades, critics and biographers
have claimed that W Somerset Maugham
described himselfas “in the very first row
of the second-raters.” This has no auth-
entication on record. He was most likely
awriter keenly aware of his strengths and

Gadfly bonvivant

SHREEKANT SAMBRANI bestactor notjustin Indiabutin the world,
his most satisfying work. For the record,
his other books covered Marxian econ-
omics, econometrics, development econ-
omics,amongothers. Although anatheist,
he wrote a well-received volume called
Who Wrote the Bhagavadgita? A secular
enquiryintoa sacred text (2014).

Lord Meghnad Desai St Clement Danes,
the Vadodara-born British academic-
politician, who died on Tuesday atthe age
of 85, is often described as an economist.
He was doubtless a renowned practitioner
of the dismal science, but to call him a

mere economist is to do injustice to his Lord Desai took his bachelor’s and esteem, but thought that the socialistic = even today! limitations, but never self-deprecating to
multi-faceted personality. Hislong-run- master’s degrees from what was then the pattern of society ushered in after the 1963 He met Kishwar Ahluwalia the point of dismissing his own work.
ning weekly column in the Sunday University of Bombay. He went on to do Avadi session of the Congress held India in the course of writing his Like Maugham, Lord Desai never took

Expresscovered his forthright tt
politics, governance, culture, and what-
ever else was happening in the world at
large besides economics. His oeuvre of
more than 20 volumes contains two
novels and Nehru'’s Hero: Dilip Kumar in
theLifeof India(2004). He called this biog-
raphy of the thespian, whom he called the

back and was the main reason for its fall-
ing behind on the development curve
post the mid-1960s. The title of his 2002
book, Marx’s Revenge: The Resurgence of
Capitalism and the Death of Statist Social-
ism, succinctly sums up his position. He
was also increasingly critical of monetar-
ists. After the 2014 crisis affecting many

post- uate workin ricsatthe
University of Pennsylvania and obtained
his doctorate at the young age of 23. He
spent most of his academic career at the
London School of Economics. Besides
teaching, he held various administrative
responsibilities at that Mecca of studies of
economics.

Desai called his biography of
Dilip Kumar his most satisfying work

biography of Dilip Kumar. She was his
editor. They married, both for the second
time, in 2004. Lord and Lady Desai were
very prominent in the social circles of
London, Delhi and Mumbai.

Given his wi 1 interests in
politics, food, films and sometimes even
cricket, he was a frequent guest on

himself too seriously, but never doubted
his contributions. He used his sharp wit
and varied interests to provoke others into
action, the mark of a true gadfly in the
best sense of the word.

In the United Kingdom, he joined the
Labour Party and was an active participant
in its policy formations for three decades
after1980. He was madealife peerin1991.
He once ran, unsuccessfully, for the posi-

The author is a Baroda-based economist.
shreekant.sambrani-@gmail.com
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CREDIT
RATING

UPTO
m =

Consolidated

Quarter ended [
30.06.2025 | 3 024 | 31.03.2025 | 30.06.2025 | 30.06.2024

Year ended
31.03.2025

Particulars

(Unaudited)

(Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited)
1 Total Income for the period ,256. 10,850.37 46,325.32 11,444.42 11,279.59 47,459.38
2| Net Profit before Ta (including Regulatory Deferral Account Balances (net of tax)) 4,386.55 423193 | 1861943 449857 460322 | 1929420
3 Net Profit after Tax for the period 3,653.23 341215 15,353.57 3,630.58 3,723.92 15,521.44
4 Total Comprehensive Income comprising Net Profit after Tax and Other Comprehensive Income 3,842.94 3,457.06 15,114.24 3,821.34 3,768.40 16,285.16
*BASED ON EFFECTIVE YIELD ON CUMULATIVE BASIS UNDER OPTION X, 70 MONTHS, TDS AS APPLICABLE. 5 | Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face value of share : 710/- each) 9,300.60 9,300.60 9,300.60 9,300.60 9,300.60 9,300.60
ISSUE OPENS ON: JULY 31, 2025 (THURSDAY) ISSUE CLOSES ON: AUGUST 13, 2025 (WEDNESDAY)* 6 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown in the Balance sheet 8675799 | 8102351 | 8291505 | 87,181.37 | 8161277 | 8336221
7 Securities Premium Account 5,509.28 5,509.28 5,509.28 5,609.28 5,509.28 5,509.28
s 8 | Networth 9605859 | 9032411 | 9221565 9648197 | 9091337 92,662.81
9 | Total Borrowings 130,645.77 | 12346520 | 1,30,964.96 | 130,645.77 | 12346520 | 13096496
10 | Debt Equity Ratio 136 137 1.42 135 136 141
11 | Earnings per equity share including movement in Regulatory Deferral Account Balances 393 3.67 16.51 390 4.00 16.69
Winimum apliatonsiza - 10,000 (10 NCDs) & (i A ) AR o e B B ko)
in multiples of 1 NCD thereafter 12 | Eamnings per equity share excluding movement in Regulatory Deferral Account Balances 370 373 16.21 367 407 16.39
(Face value of 210/- each): Basic and Dilted (in )
13 | Bonds Redemption Reserve 3,032.86 3,888.28 3,193.24 3,032.86 3,888.28 319324
L Fon A oA o - 14 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio 1.04 157 1.48 1.06 167 153
NCONEITLE SEEN : |15 | Interest Service Coverage Ratio 400 400 394 464 439 428
Notes:

OPTION IV

12.00%

PR AN
60 MONTHS

OPTION Il

11.50%

PR AN
36 MONTHS

OPTION I

11.00%

PERANIN
24 MONTHS

0.50

10.50%
13 MONTHS

Place : Gurugram

Date : 30 July, 2025

1 The above is an extract of the Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulations 33 and 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The Complete
Financial Results are available on the Investors section of our website https://www.powergrid.in and under Corporates Section of BSE Limited & National Stock Exchange of India Limited at
https://
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For and on behalf of POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.

Sd/-

G Ravisankar

Director (Finance)
DIN: 08816101
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