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Rush for borewells as
El Nino dries up Seema
40K wells drilled in 2 months; reservoirs see low levels
RAMACHANDRA
REDDY GGUNDAM aand
SAMPAT 
G. SSAMRITAN || DDC
KURNOOL, JULY 8

Severe drought condi-
tions, attributed to the
El Niño effect, have trig-
gered a sharp increase
in borewell drilling
across Rayalaseema as
farmers struggle to save
standing Kharif crops
amid falling groundwa-
ter levels. More than
40,000 borewells have
been drilled in Kurnool,
Nandyal and Kadapa dis-
tricts since April 25. 

Officials estimate that
400 to 500 borewells are
being drilled every day
and warn that another
40,000 may be sunk by
August if rains continue
to fail. “We have no
option but to drill deeper
as our sweet lime
orchard is drying up. I
have dug a borewell up

to 810 feet, which cost me
around `1.2 lakh,” said
farmer N. Balamaddi
Reddy.Senior geologist V.
Maheswara Naidu
warned that groundwa-
ter had fallen to critical
levels and advised farm-
ers to avoid water-inten-
sive crops. 

Farmers said spending
`1.2 lakh to `1.4 lakh on
each borewell was
adding to their financial
burden. On the other

hand, Delayed monsoon
rains have reduced
water storage in Andhra
Pradesh reservoirs to
413.42 tmc, or 37 per cent
of total capacity, against
57 per cent a year ago. 

Surplus Godavari
water is being diverted
through the Pattiseema
and Tatipudi projects to
the Krishna delta to sup-
port irrigation for 13
lakh acres during
Kharif.
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The East Coast
Mechanised Fishing
Boat Owners
Association has
sought a high-level
Central inquiry into
the recent boat acci-
dent off the
Visakhapatnam coast
that claimed six fish-
ermen's lives, alleging
lapses in the state's
rescue response.

Association presi-
dent Vasupalli
Janakiram said com-
plaints had been sub-
mitted to PM
Narendra Modi, Amit
Shah and Rajnath
Singh, besides the
National Human
Rights Commission,
seeking an independ-
ent inquiry into the

incident. Janakiram
alleged that although
the collector, marine
police and fisheries
department officials
were informed about
the accident at around
10.30 pm on July 4,
effective search opera-
tions began only the
next morning. 

Referring to sur-
vivor Kari Chinna's
account, he claimed
the fishermen were
alive until around 8
am but could not be
rescued in time. It also
criticised minister
Kolli Ravindra over
his visit to the vic-
tims' families, alleg-
ing that distribution
of `10 lakh cheques
without addressing
their concerns was
insensitive.It demand-
ed continuation of
search operations.

Boat owners seek
Central inquiry
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AP government has
awarded a compensa-
tion of `10 lakh each
to families of six fish-
ermen who have gone
missing at sea. Excise
minister Kollu
Ravindra, accompa-
nied by MLAs
Vamsikrishna Yadav
and Lokam Madhavi,
district collector
Abhijit Kishore, and
Fisheries commission-
er Rama Shankar
Naik, handed over `10-
lakh cheques to each
of the family on
Wednesday at the
Mechanised Boats’
Association building.

The compensation
follows extensive
search by the Coast
Guard, Navy and
Marine police for
more than 72 hours.
But the search failed

in locating the miss-
ing fishermen or their
dead bodies. As a
result, the three-mem-
ber fact-finding com-
mittee, comprising the
revenue divisional
officer, assistant com-
missioner of police,
and assistant director
of Fisheries, tasked
with ascertaining the
status of the missing
fishermen, concluded
that the fishermen
may be presumed to
have died while at sea.  

The committee thus
recommended that ex-
gratia and insurance
be given to families of
the six missing fisher-
men under the Group
Accident Insurance
Scheme. Handing over
the cheques, the min-
ister reassured the
families of full sup-
port. He said as there
is no trace of missing
fishermen.

`10-L ex gratia each
to kin of fishermen

AI-BASED SARTHI 
TO MANAGE TRAFFIC
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GVMC Commissioner Ketan
Garg has announced the
launch of Project Sarthi, an
Artificial Intelligence-based
integrated traffic manage-
ment system designed to
make traffic management
here more efficient through
advanced technology. Sarthi
reads as “systematic aug-
mented radial traffic and
hoop induction.”  

The primary objectives are
to reduce traffic congestion
at major junctions across the
city, efficiently manage traf-
fic signal timings.
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A magisterial inquiry is
underway into the suspicious
death of Radha Gayatri, a soft-
ware professional from
Vizianagaram district in
Dehradun on June 17.

Mussoorie senior divisional
magistrate Rahul Anand com-
menced the inquiry on July 7,
based on an order issued by
Dehradun district collector
Ashish Chauhan.

Radha Gayatri’s parents,
Sudhakar and Satyavati, are
pursuing a legal battle in
Dehradun, Uttarakhand, seek-
ing justice for their daughter.
Sudhakar has alleged that her
husband, Sricharan, mur-
dered her in a premeditated
act, and that another person
may have assisted him in
reaching the location at 11pm
on June 14.

PROBE BEGINS
INTO DEATH OF
TECHIE WOMAN
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AP High Court directed that
no final decision be taken
regarding the usage of rede-
veloped Rushikonda buildings
in Visakhapatnam pending the
disposal of PIL by Pithala
Murthy Yadav, a former Jana
Sena corporator from Vizag.

AP government has submit-
ted to the HC bench that it is
only inviting Expressions of
Interest (EOI) for the opera-
tion and maintenance of the
Rushikonda buildings. Murthy
Yadav has in his PIL alleged
that Coastal Regulation Zone
norms have been violated.

HC PUTS ON HOLD
FINAL DECISION ON
RUSHIKONDA BLDG
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Around 40 dental students of
the Government Dental
College in Kadapa fell ill fol-
lowing a suspected case of
food poisoning after consum-
ing food served at the girls'
hostel on Tuesday night.

Several students complained
of nausea, vomiting and
uneasiness soon after dinner.
They were immediately shift-
ed to the Rajiv Gandhi
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Kadapa (RIMS) for treatment.
Hospital authorities said all
the students were recovering
and their condition was stable.

Parents alleged that poor-
quality food served in the hos-
tel caused the incident, while
student unions blamed the
mess contractor for negligence
and demanded strict action
against those responsible.

Food safety officials inspect-
ed the hostel kitchen and food
materials and interacted with
the affected students to collect
details. Students said this was
the first such incident at the
hostel. Officials said a detailed
inquiry would be conducted
and a report submitted to the
district collector.
Iinvestigation is on.
Meanwhile, Kadapa district
in-charge minister S. Savita
directed officials to provide
the best treatment to the hos-
pitalised students. She spoke
to collector, DMHO and the
superintendent of RIMS, seek-
ing a report on the incident.
Officials said all students were
stable.

40 STUDENTS
FALL ILL AFTER

FOOD POISONING
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The Election Commission
of India’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls is drawing criticism
for its impact on govern-
ment schools.

Teachers across not just
AP but India have been
given the duty of revising
the voters’ list, pulling
them away from class-
rooms and disrupting edu-
cation. This has come amid
schools already struggling
with severe staff short-
ages.

The worst sufferers are
the single-teacher govern-
ment schools that cater to
education in villages and
remote areas, where chil-
dren of poor and margin-
alised communities study.
The question of education
does not arise when the
teacher is busy elsewhere,

Progressive Democratic
Students’ Organisation
(PDSO) has raised the per-
tinent question of who will
compensate for the lost
learning. India’s national
average teacher-student
ratio is supposed to be 1:30.
But the reality is different
in many places. More than
110,000 schools operate
with only a single teacher,
who juggles with multiple
classes and subjects. The
burden is immense.

Assigning non-teaching
duties only worsens the sit-
uation. Teachers are
reporting mounting stress
and exhaustion, while stu-
dents are left with dimin-
ished instruction and
fewer opportunities for
individual attention.

The legality of assigning
SIR duties to government
school teachers, particular-
ly the understaffed and sin-
gle-teacher schools, has

also been questioned.
Section 27 of the Right to
Education Act explicitly
prohibits assigning non-
teaching duties to teachers,
except in three cases: the
decennial census, disaster
relief, and election duties
for legislatures or parlia-
ment. SIR programme does
not fall under these exemp-
tions in AP and most other
states.

PDSO contends that
assignment of teachers for
SIR work is both unlawful
and a violation of students’
fundamental right to edu-
cation. The organisation
insists that teachers be
relieved of SIR responsibil-
ities and alternative gov-
ernment staff be appointed
to carry out the special
intensive revision of the
electoral rolls. It  has called
on the government and ECI
to ensure uninterrupted
teaching.

PDSO opposes SIR duty 
to teachers as learning hit
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MIN. RELEASES
WATER TO
KRISHNA DELTA
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Water resources minis-
ter Nimmala Ramanaidu
released Godavari river
water into Krishna delta
by switching on
Pattiseema and Tadipudi
lift irrigation schemes
located in West Godavari
and East Godavari dis-
tricts respectively on
Wednesday.

Marking the occasion,
the minister also offered
‘Jala Harathi’ to the
river. He said the
Pattiseema project taken
up to link Godavari and
Krishna rivers had
proven to be of immense
utility to the farmers.

Water resources minister N. Rama Naidu releases
Godavari water to Krishna Delta from the Pattiseema
Lift Irrigation project in Eluru district on Wednesday.
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