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Karnataka Media
Academyto
host news photo
exhibition

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Karnataka Media Academy
is hosting, ‘National News
Photography Exhibition
and Contest - Focus on News
-2.0’, dedicated entirely to
the art and impact of pho-
tojournalism at Chitrakala
Parishat from August 3to 4.

The event celebrates the
visual storytellers, who cap-
ture history in real-time,
focusing on the raw power,
ethics, and truth of modern
news photography.

Theeventtheme Focuson
News 2.0’ features a compet-
itive national contest along-
side a curated exhibition
of groundbreaking press
images. The attendees will
gain access to an elite panel
discussion featuring eminent
national photojournalistsand
senior journalists. Addition-
ally, leading global camera
brands will host two special-
ised technical workshops on
news photography, providing
deep technical insights and
invaluable visual camera
hands-on training with the
industry’s latest equipment.

The specialised technical
workshops and hands-on
training sessions are com-
pletely free and open to all
practicing photographers,
journalismstudents,and any-
one passionate about news
photography. The national
contest will receive entries
of best pictures from across
the country. Eminent jurists
will select first, second, third
prizes and will be awarded
cash prizes of Rs 35,000,
Rs 25,000 and Rs 15,000,
respectively.

Eligible candidates can
instantly secure their seats
via the Official Workshop
Registration Form by click-
ingon thelink: https://forms.
gle/oFLsyZRKHHsrumbH7
https://forms.gle/oFLsyZ-
RKHHsrumbH7

Religious
symbols allowed
for constable
exams: KEA

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) has in-
structed the examination
staff not to insist candidates
appearing for the Civil Police
Constable examination on
August2,toremovejanivara,
Shiva daara, waist cord, ban-
gles, nose pin, toe ring, sind-
hoor/stickers, mangalasutra,
religious thread around the
wrists, anklets, etc.

Following the controversy
erupted during the Common
Entrance Test (CET) as a
few students were asked to
remove the sacred thread
(Janivara) in some of the
examination centres, the
Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) has issued
clear instructions to the ex-
amination centres.

The KEA has released
a dress code for the candi-
dates appearing for Police
Constable examination. As
per the guidelines, the can-
didates are not allowed to
wear shoes, boots, caps, any
cloth coveringears,headand
face,jeans pantwith multiple
pockets.

Other things banned
during the exams are: Food
items, water bottles, bever-
ages, chits or papers, books,
geometry box, pencil box,
plastic pouch, calculator,
scale, note pad, eraser, log ta-
ble, etc. Meanwhile, gadgets
and electronics, including
mobile phones, bluetooth,
ear phones, micro phones,
pagers, micro-chips, camer-
as, pendrives, electronic pen/
scanner, wrist watch, smart
watch, etc,arebannedinside
the exam hall.

37 govt PU colleges report

Highest such numberin

Mandya, Tumakuru districts

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

s many as 37 govern-
ment Pre University
olleges across the

state have reported zero ad-
missions for the current aca-
demicyear.

To attract admissions
this year, the department of
School Education and Lit-
eracy has waived the late ad-
mission fee and also extended
admission date till July 31.

As per the data available
from the department, of the
37 colleges which reported
nil admissions, highest are
in Mandya and Tumakuru
with each district having five
colleges. Followed by four col-
legeseachin Shivamogga and

Bengaluru South, three each
in Belagavi, Chikkamagaluru
and Davanagere and two each
in Bengaluru North, Chikka-
ballapur, and Hassan.
District like Udupi, which
tops the state during results,
hasonesuch college and even
Bengaluru Central Education
district, Mysuru and Dakshi-
na Kannada have one college
each. Interestingly, atleast 57
colleges have recorded single
digitadmissions, between1to
10. Hassan tops the category
withseven colleges. Followed
by Udupi and Bidar which
have 6 colleges and Kalabur-
agiwhich has five colleges.
However, the officials from
the department claimed that
the number of colleges with
zero admissions had come

At least 57 colleges in the state have recorded single digit
admissions, between 1 to 10. bH FILE PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

down. “Actually, the number
was more last year and it has
reduced this year. The col-
leges with zero admissions
have their own reasons. For
eg, in some cases 2-3 colleges
are there in the same vicini-
ty and naturally some gets
admissions and some don’t,”
said Department of Pre Uni-
versity Education Director
Bharath S.

Bharath even stated that of
the 37 collegesreported nilad-
missions, 15 are new colleges
sanctioned this year and it will

take time for those colleges to
attract students.

Meanwhile, the depart-
ment has submitted a propos-
al to the government to shift
the posts fromsuch collegesto
otherswhere thereisdemand.
So far, 400 such posts have
beenidentified.

“Shifting of post will be a
win-win situation for both
studentsand the faculties. The
proposalis before the govern-
ment,” the director informed.

As explained by the sourc-
es, allowing more number of

ar

Colleges and
Admissions

® Colleges with Nil
admissions: 37

® Colleges with admission
between 1 to 10 students:
57

® Colleges with admission
between 11 and 25
students: 216

@ Colleges with admission
between 26 and 50
students: 267

® Colleges with admission
between 51 and 100
students: 269

® Colleges with admission
between 101 and 200
students: 254

private colleges to establish is
also one of the reasons for the
government colleges to lose
students.

“Naturally, private colleges
will have good infrastructure
and attract students. The gov-
ernment must strengthen in-
frastructure and must stop
approving private colleges
where government colleges
exist,” opined a source from
the department.

New app

‘Kavach’

launched to identify
suspicious calls,
messages, links

Theapp helps to
take timely action
against cyber fraud
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BENGALURU, DHNS

A Bengaluru-based startup

has launched a new app to

help citizens identify sus-
picious calls, messages and
links and take timely action
against cyber fraud.

Called the Kavach app, it
was launched by DigiKavach
Technologies on Wednesday,
inthe presence of Pronab Mo-
hanty, IPS, Director General
of Police, CID Special Units,
Economic Offences and Cy-
ber Command, Karnataka.

The app has five key fea-
tures, including cyber aware-
ness, cyber insurance, fraud
prevention, assistance in re-
porting cybercrime and sup-
portwithinsurance claims. It
has been launched for free in
the city on a pilot basis.

K Sridhar, mentor at the
company, said the company
has created awareness pro-
grammes targeting groups
frequently vulnerable to cy-
ber fraud, including students,

senior citizensand homemak-
ers.

Founder and CEO
Phaneendra Kumar shared
that the DigiKavach team
“would guide affected indi-
viduals and businesses step
by step, from reporting the
incident to filing the claim,
so that they can recover their
losses quickly and with mini-
mum stress.”

The app aims to help users
assess the authenticity of sus-
picious phone numbers, mes-
sages and web links. At pres-
ent, users have to manually
copy and paste a suspicious
message or phone number
into the app for verification.
An automated version that
can detect and assess such
threatswithout manualinter-
vention is expected to launch
in about three months, said
Sridhar.

The company plans to
conduct cyber awareness
programmes across schools,
colleges, offices and com-
munities, alongside offer-
ing cybersecurity solutions,
cyber insurance and claims
support.

The start-up, based in Jak-
kur, plans to expand the ser-
vice beyond Bengaluru and
eventually make it available
across India.

5 translated south Indian
novels shortlisted for award

BENGALURU, DHNS:

ive acclaimed works of
Fcontemporary south
Indian literature trans-
lated into English have been
shortlisted for the Book Brah-
ma-Bookworm English fic-
tion of the year 2026’ award.
Announcing the shortlist
on Thursday, the Book Brah-
ma Foundation, in associa-
tion with Bookworm, said
the award seeks to spotlight
outstanding fiction originally
written in south Indian lan-
guages and the translators
who make these works acces-
sible to awider readership.
The shortlisted books rep-
resent Kannada, Malayalam
and Tamilliterature, bringing

together some of the region’s
most celebrated contempo-
rarywriters.

They are ‘Sakina’s Kiss’ by
Vivek Shanbhag, translated
from Kannada by Srinath
Perur; ‘The Second Book
of Prophets’ by Benyamin,
translated from Malayalam
by Ministhy S; ‘Fire Bird’ by
Perumal Murugan, translated
from Tamil by Janani Kannan;
‘The Dark Hours of the Night’
by Salma, translated from
Tamil by G JV Prasad; and ‘A
Woman Burnt by Imayam’,
also translated from Tamil by
G JVPrasad.

According to the organ-
isers, the shortlisted works ex-
plore awide range of themes,
including identity, memory,

gender, faith, family, resil-
ience and social transforma-
tion, reflecting the diversity
and depth of contemporary
south Indian storytelling.

The foundation said the
award also acknowledged the
vital contribution of transla-
tors in taking literary works
beyond linguistic boundar-
ies and introducing regional
writing to national and inter-
national audiences.

The winner will be an-
nounced during the Book
Brahma Literature Festival
2026, scheduled to be held
in Bengaluru from August 21
to 23, bringing together au-
thors, translators, publishers
andreaders fromacross India
and abroad.
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AnIAF helicopter makes alanding ata tempora eipad on Oval Grounds
inMysuru on Thursday for assessing security measures ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s August 1 visit to the city. DH PHOTO/ANUP RAGH T

Bus passengers must not be harassed
over change, warns Transport minister

BENGALURU, DHNS

ransport Minister
I B S Suresh on Wednes-
day reiterated his warn-
ing to conductors and drivers
against forcing passengers to
get off the bus because they do
not have exact change.
“Asking passengerstoalight
midway on the pretext of not
having changeisinhuman. Pas-
sengers must not be subjected
tosuchharassment,”hestated,
noting that the government
hasbeen receiving complaints
about conductors.

Headdedthathe himselfhad
asimilar experience while trav-
elling incognito from Majestic
to Nagashettihalli on a BMTC
bus on July 11. Conductor T G
Ramakrishna allegedly asked
him to get off the bus because
he did not have exact change.
Following the incident, BMTC
suspended the conductor.

OnWednesday, Ramakrish-
nametthe minister, expressed
regret for hismistake,and apol-
ogised. Accepting the apology,
the minister instructed him
to ensure such incidents are
not repeated. He also direct-

ed the authorities to revoke
Ramakrishna’s suspension
and allow him to resume duty,
according to a statement from
his office.

The minister also
instructed bus crew
to treat women travel-
ling under the Shakti
scheme, as well as all
other passengers, with
courtesy and respect.

§ %

received, the statementadded.
Meanwhile, the Bengaluru
Metropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (BMTC) on Wednes-
day dismissed claims that over
__ 500 electric buses re-
b main off the roads daily
l as ‘false’ and ‘factually
P\ incorrect’.
| According to the
| Corporation, it oper-
ates 1,760 electric bus-

BSSuresh

They should not mis- es through four opera-
behave with any pas- tors — NTPC Electric
senger. He warned that strict Supply Company Ltd , Switch
action would be taken against Mobility Automotive Ltd, TML
erring staff if complaints are Smart City Mobility Solutions

Ltd and OHM Global Mobility
Pvt Ltd. Of these, more than
1,700 buses operate daily, it
added. “In any large public
transport system, it is normal
for1-2% of buses to experience
temporary service interrup-
tions or delays due to routine
technicalmaintenance, battery
servicing, staff availability or
otherunavoidable operational
reasons,” it said, adding that
it works in close coordination
withitselectricbusoperatorsto
ensure uninterrupted services
and maintain high operational
efficiency.

4.54 lakh candidates apply for 3,991 civil police constable jobs

Exam to be held in 2 sessions

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

A total of 4.54 lakh persons
have applied for 3,991 civil po-
lice constable jobs, a ratio of
114 applicantsto one post. The
written exam for recruitment
isscheduled on Sunday, Aug 2.

The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) has
madenecessary preparations,
including frisking, CCTV sur-
veillance and monitoring, fa-
cial recognition, at district SP

offices.

Bengaluru city tops with
2,18,622applications for 2,015
posts, followed by 16,165 appli-
cations from Hubballi-Dhar-
wad city for 75 posts, 15,539
from Shivamogga for 100
posts and 13,602 from Man-
galuru city for 125 posts.

The KEA received 76,674
applications from Kalyana
Karnataka districts for 596
posts.

This is the second highest
number after the recruitment

to posts of panchayat develop-
ment officers.

The eligibility for this postis
IT PU or equivalent qualifica-
tion. Of the total posts, 2,664
are reserved for male and
888 for female candidates, 40
for third gender and rest for
in-service male and female
candidates.

“As this exam relates to
police department, we shift-
ed centralised monitoring of
exam centres from DC office to
SP office,” officials said.

stable exams, the KEA was
forced to change the exam

The exam will be held in
two sessions. Afternoon

session for Kalyan Karna-  timings for afternoon
takaregion and morning session from 2 pm to 4pm.
session for rest of Karnata- “Asthere were complaints

ka candidates. But officials ~ from candidates saying the

ofthe KEA expressed distance between morning
pressurein conducting session exam centre and
separate exam for Kalyana afternoon session centre
Karnatakaregion. is far and many have opted
Even for this Police Con- both the session, we had to

revise the timings,” added
the official. For Raichur
and Koppal candidates,
the KEA has asked the can-
didates to download the
admission ticket freshly.

“Itisnoteasyto get
examination centres with
CCTV availability when the
number is this huge,” an
official said.

Solar irrigation
pumpsets to
save Rs 200 cr
a year for state

Power purchase
savings to be
Rs 146 cr for Escoms
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BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka is aiming to

K reduce the dependence

n grid power to run its
irrigation pumpsets (IP sets).

So far, over 27,700 solar IP
sets have been installed and
commissioned acrossthestate,
reducing the demand on the
grid by nearly 144 MW.

Thisisexpected to helpavoid
the purchase of 240 million
units of electricity every year,
resulting in annual power pur-
chase savings of about Rs 146
crore for Escoms.

Inaddition, the government
isexpected to save over Rs 200
crore annually by reducing the
electricity subsidy paid on IP
sets. A statement from Energy
Minister K J George said that
thedepartmenthad clearedthe
bottlenecksto promote the use
of solar power torun IP sets.

“We cleared implementa-
tion bottlenecks, simplified
the process and gave fresh mo-

mentum to the programme.
Every solar IP set installed is
a permanent investment in
Karnataka’s future. It reduces
power purchase costs, lowers
electricity subsidy burden,
strengthens our energy secu-
rityand improves quality of life
for farmers,” it said.

Over one lakh farmers have
applied for solar IP sets. To en-
courage farmerstoadopt clean
energy, the government pro-
vides 50% financial assistance
for theinstallation.

“The solar IP sets installed
under PM-KUSUM B pro-
gramme are transforming
the lives of farmers. Reliable
daytime power has eliminated
the need for farmers to visit
their fields late in the night to
switch on the IP sets or remain
awake throughout the night
to manage irrigation. This has
significantlyimproved farmers’
safety, convenience and pro-
ductivity,” the statement said.

The union ministry of new
andrenewable energy (MNRE)
provides a 30% subsidy for so-
lar IP sets under the PM-KU-
SUM Bscheme.

The MNRE had sanctioned
40,000 IP sets under the
scheme. But the implementa-
tion of the scheme had been
slowin the state.
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Nayak questions the driver of a tipper vehicle
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in which murram (red laterite soil) was being transported
near Koppal on Wednesday night.

Woman MLC chases
down lorryillegal
transporting murram

Alleges ‘complicity
of police officers’;
seeks strict action
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KOPPAL, DHNS:

LC Hemalatha Nay-
ak of the BJP chased
down in her vehicle a

tipper lorry which was report-
edly transporting murram
(red laterite soil) from around
Karkihalli village in the back-
waters of the Tungabhadra
dam in the taluk on Wednes-
daynight.

Itis said that the soil was be-
ing transported to the farm of
apolice officer.

On waylaying the tipper
vehicle, the ML.C took to task
the driver. He reportedly
gave vague and unconvincing
answers when questioned
whether permission from the
department had been taken
and whether the applicable
fee/tax had been paid.

Hemalatha then called up
thecircle policeinspector (CPI)
ofthe Koppal rural stationand
the district superintendent of

police (SP). She demanded
that strict action should be
taken against those indulging
insuchacts.

Residents of Hirebaganala,
Chikkabaganala and Karki-
halli villages complained to
thelegislator that hundreds of
tipper lorries transport sand
and murram from these places
daily. They said the necessary
permitswere not takenin most
ofthese cases.

The people said that the
rampant transportation of
sand and murram from these
villageshad damaged theroads
completely, rendering them
unmotorable.

Hemalathalatertold report-
ers, “Theillegal transportation
of sand and murramis happen-
ing due to the complicity of
some police officers”.

The MLC alleged that the
CPIofthe Koppal rural station
Jayaprakash spoke rudely to
her, not giving the respect due
to awoman legislator.

Shesaid shewould bring the
matter ofillegal transportation
of sand to the notice of Home
Minister Priyank Kharge.

There have been complaints
in the region for years now
abouttheillegal transportation
of murram.

POWERGRID CHITRADURGA BELLARY TRANSMISSION LIMITED
(100% wholly owned subsidiary of Power Grid Corporation of India Limited)
B-9, QUTAB INSTITUTIONAL AREA, KATWARIA SARAI,
NEW DELHI-110 016

CORRIGENDUM TO NOTICE
(UNDER SUB-SECTION (2) OF SECTION 15 OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2003)
Reference: Public Notice published on 18.07.2026 in Deccan Herald (English),
Davanagere Edition and Prajyavaani (Kannad), Davanagere Edition regarding the
application filed before the Hon'ble Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) under
Section 14 of the Electricity Act, 2003 for grant of Transmission Licence for the subject RTM
Transmission Project.

Itis hereby notified that in the aforesaid Public Notice, the name of the Applicant Company
was inadvertently mentioned as:

"POWERGRID Chitradurga Bellary REZ Transmission Limited”

The same may be read as:

"POWERGRID Chitradurga Bellary Transmission Limited”

The above correctionis consequent upon CTUIL Corrigendum Letter No. C/CTU/AI/01/30"
CCTP dated 27th July 2026 issued in continuation of CTUIL Letter No. C/CTU/AI/00/30th
CCTP Dated 19th June 2026, wherein the name of the SPV has been corrected.

Itis clarified that the above correction is limited only to the name of the Applicant Company
and there is no change in the identity of the transmission project, scope of work,
ownership, shareholding pattern, authorization, assets, rights, obligations, relief
sought in the Petition, or any other contents of the Notice dated 18.07.2026.

All concerned may take note of the above correction and read the Public Notice dated
18.07.2026 accordingly.

Place:Davanagere
Date: 31.07.2026

Project In-charge,
POWERGRID Chitradurga Bellary Transmission Limited




