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Relying on ASI
Bhojshala complex a temple:

Indore

The Madhya Pradesh High Court
on Friday held that the Bhojshala
complex in Dhar is a temple ded-
icated to Goddess Saraswati,
quashing a decades-old order of
the Archeological Survery of
India (ASI) that allowed the

n
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ing the Jain community, also said
the Jain side would move the SC.
During the hearing, it was argued
that remnants of Jain Tirthankara
idols linked to the site are cur-
rently housed in the British
Museum and deserve proper
restoration and recognition.

Meanwhile, security has been
tightened around the Bhojshala
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India (ASI) that allowed the
Muslim community to offer
Friday prayers at the site. The
court said its decision was based
on archaeological and historical
evidence, the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) survey
report, provisions of the ASI Act
and references from the
Ayodhya judgment.

The HC also directed the
Union Government and the ASI
to take a decision regarding
the future management and

India (ASI) that allowed the
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on archaeological and historical
evidence, the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) survey
report, provisions of the ASI Act
and references from the

The HC also directed the
Union Government and the ASI
to take a decision regarding
the future management and

tightened around the Bhojshala
complex following the verdict.
Barricades have been placed at
the main gate and a heavy police
force has been deployed in the
area. Dhar SP Sachin Sharma said
nearly 1,200 police personnel
from across the district had
been deployed and a 12-layer
security arrangement had been
put in place. Reserve Police
Force and Rapid Action Force
personnel have also been kept
on alert.
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     the future management and
administration of the complex.
The HC said evidence related to
a Saraswati temple and an
ancient Sanskrit education
centre had been found at the
Bhojshala complex.

The Muslim side, which main-
tains that the structure is the
Kamal Maula Mosque, said it
would challenge the verdict in
the Supreme Court. Dhar city
Qazi Waqar Sadiq said the com-
munity respects the HC judg-

The pillars and other architectural parts at Bhojshala show they are
re-cycled from a variety of buildings
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The Muslim side, which main-
tains that the structure is the
Kamal Maula Mosque, said it
would challenge the verdict in
the Supreme Court. Dhar city

Waqar Sadiq said the com-
munity respects the HC judg-

ment but would review the
order before approaching the SC.
Senior advocates Salman
Khurshid and Shobha Menon
had represented the Muslim
side during the hearing.
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ment but would review the
order before approaching the SC.
Senior advocates Salman
Khurshid and Shobha Menon
had represented the Muslim

The Hindu side has already
filed a caveat in the SC seeking
that no order be passed on any
appeal against the HC verdict
without hearing them first.
Advocate Preeti Jain, represent- CONTINUED ON 
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The Hindu side has already
filed a caveat in the SC seeking
that no order be passed on any
appeal against the HC verdict
without hearing them first.
Advocate Preeti Jain, represent-

on alert.
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi

criticised the verdict, saying it
was not in line with constitution-
al principles. He alleged that,
similar to the Babri Masjid case,
the ruling favoured one commu-
nity while affecting the worship
rights of another. Owaisi also
said such judgments weaken the
Places of Worship Act and could
encourage challenges to other
religious sites.
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New Delhi

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
on Friday said Tehran has no trust in the
US and stressed that India remains a close
and trusted partner of Iran, while address-
ing a special media briefing in New Delhi
on the sidelines of the BRICS Foreign
Ministers� Meeting.
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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
addressing a press conference in New
Delhi on Friday

When asked whether Iran would support
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When asked whether Iran would support
India in meeting its energy needs, Iranian
Foreign Minister Araghchi told 

 r,       The Pioneer,  �Iran is ready to supply energy
to India, if India is willing to receive it.�

The Iranian foreign minister was speak-
ing at a press conference at the Embassy
of Iran in New Delhi, against the backdrop
of images of the Strait of Hormuz and the
Minab 168 exhibition, which commemo-
rates the 168 schoolgirls Iran says were
killed during the US-Israel military strikes
on Iran
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An employee operating a fuel dispensing unit at a petrol pump in
New Delhi on Friday
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New Delhi

The Union Government on
Friday hiked petrol and diesel
prices by `3 per litre and CNG
by `2 per Kg. In Delhi, petrol
prices have increased to 
per litre from `94.77, while
diesel rates moved up to 
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New Delhi

The Union Government on
Friday hiked petrol and diesel

3 per litre and CNG
2 per Kg. In Delhi, petrol

prices have increased to ̀ 97.77
94.77, while

diesel rates moved up to ̀ 90.67

prices climbed `2.86 to 
per litre. Additionally, prices of
CNG in Delhi-NCR have gone
up by `2 to `79.09 per kg.
Earl ier ,  Mahanagar Gas
Limited had raised CNG prices
by `2 in Mumbai region. What
remains unclear, however, is
whether this is a one-time
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per litre from ̀ 87.67. In Kolkata,
the price of petrol climbed to
`108.74 while Chennai saw it
rise to `103.67 per litre. In
Mumbai, petrol prices went
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whether this is a one-time
increase or the beginning of a
series of hikes.

The revision is the first in
four years. While the immedi-
ate impact is visible at fuel sta-
t     

     
   

    
   

   
  

  

     
      

    

        
     

       
       
        

    
      
     

 

whether this is a one-time
increase or the beginning of a

The revision is the first in
four years. While the immedi-
ate impact is visible at fuel sta-
t     

     
   

    
   

   

  

     
      

    
       

        
     

       
       
        

    
      
     

  
 

   
  

    
    

   

    

   

      
 

  
   
    
  

   
    

       

    
 
 

   
  

 
   

  
   
    
  

   
    

   

     

 

 

   
  

   

               

   
  

   
    

   
  

  
    

    

  
    

  

   
    

    

    
    
    

     
    

   
    

  
    

  

  
   
   

 
 

    
    

    
      

    
    
    

     
    

   
    

  
   
   

 
 

    
    

    
      

    

 

 

  
   

    
      

     
   

   
    

   
   

    

   

    
 

  
 

  

   
   

    

     
    

 
  

   

 
  

 

   
     
    

 
  

   

 
 

     
    

     

    
  

   
  

   
 

     
   

   

    
   

   
   

  
   

    

     
  

    
   

   
   

  
   

    

   
  

  
  

    
    

 

 
  

   
   

  
  

  
    
    

 

    
     
    

   
   

   
    

    
    

     
    

     
    

   

 

  
     

    
   

     
   
  

   
    

    

   

   
   

   
    

     
    

  
   
    

  
   

 

       
       

   
  

  
 

  
 

    
  

    

     
      

    
    

   
     

   
   

   

       
       

    
    

   
     

   
   

   
  

   
    

  
     

  
   

 
  

       
       

   
    

  
     

  
   

 




