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Missile hits a container ship off Pakistan in a suspected US attack: Sources
Dubai, Aug. 11: Yemen’s
Coast Guard on Tuesday
said alleged strikes by the
Iran-backed Houthi rebels
on a cargo vessel killed at
least six people near the
Bab al-Mandeb Strait off
the country’s southern co-
ast. The strikes are the lat-
est in a number of deadly
attacks against shipping
in the entrance to the Red
Sea since the Houthis ann-
ounced a naval blockade of
Saudi Arabia last month.

The Coast Guard from
Yemen’s internationally
recognised government
said four sailors aboard
the cargo vessel — identi-
fied as the “Tihamah” —
were among the dead
along with two members
of the forces deployed dur-
ing a rescue mission to
evacuate the ship.

Separately, the Panama-
flagged container ship
Vela Nova was struck by a
missile in an attack off
Pakistan while sailing
into the Gulf of Oman,
maritime security sources
said. 

The Wall Street Journal
reported the vessel was
attacked by a US helicop-

ter which fired a Hellfire
missile at the ship’s rud-
der after it tried to evade a
US blockade of Iran-
linked shipping in the
region. There was no

immediate comment from
US Central Command.

The initial salvo “caused
a fire to break out aboard
the vessel and inflicted
extensive damage, in addi-

tion to causing deaths and
injuries among its crew,
including three Pakistani
nationals and one Indone-
sian national killed,” the
Coast Guard said. — AFP

Smoke rises during an Israeli controlled-demolition from the home of Palestinian
Farouk Ramadan, who was involved and killed in clashes with Israeli settlers on July
24, killing two, in the Palestinian village of Tell in the West Bank, on Tuesday. — AFP

Houthi’s Red Sea ship strike
kills 6: Yemen’s Coast Guard

HOME OF SLAIN
PALESTINIAN
INVOLVED IN
CLASH RAZED
Tell (Palestinian Territ-
ories), Aug. 11: Israeli fo-
rces on Tuesday demolis-
hed the home of a Palesti-
nian who died in July in
the most lethal clash in
months in the occupied
West Bank, residents and
the army told AFP.

The clash broke out on
July 24 when a group of
Israeli settlers approach-
ed the town of Tell, leavi-
ng dead one settler, one so-
ldier and four Palestinia-
ns, including Farouq
Ramadan, whose home
was demolished.

“At around 8.15 a.m.
(05.15 GMT), the Israeli
army blew up the apart-
ment where the martyr
Farouq Ramadan lived
with his wife and five
daughters,” Tell mayor
Walid Zaidan told AFP.

— AFP

SHORT TAKES

PHILIPPINE V-P
DUTERTE HIT WITH
CRIMINAL CHARGE

14 FOUND DEAD
AT DISUSED MINE
IN SOUTH AFRICA

Manila, Aug. 11: Philippine
Vice-President Sara Duterte
was hit with a criminal charge
on Tuesday over an alleged
death threat against the count-
ry’s president, a key part of the
case against her at her ongoing
Senate impeachment trial.

The charge of “grave threats”
was filed on Tuesday afternoon
in a Quezon City courtroom,
department of justice spoke-
sman Polo Martinez said.

It stems from a criminal com-
plaint filed in February 2025,
after a news briefing in which
Duterte claimed to have hired
an assassin to kill President
Ferdinand Marcos.

Johannesburg, Aug. 11: At
least 14 artisanal miners are
dead and scores are injured at a
disused mine in South Africa,
police said on Tuesday. The
South African Police Service
said the miners were found
dead at a mine near the city of
Rustenburg, around 130 km
northwest of Johannesburg. 

The national police service
did not give more details on the
circumstances of the deaths,
but said the provincial police
commissioner was on the way
to the mine. South Africa has
tens of thousands of artisanal
miners working illegally.

LEBANON ENDS
DEATH PENALTY IN

LANDMARK VOTE
Beirut, Aug. 11: Lebanon’s
Parliament on Tuesday abol-
ished the death penalty, mak-
ing it the first country in the
Arab world to replace the sen-
tencing with life imprisonment
with aggravated hard labour.

The Mediterranean country
has committed to an unofficial
moratorium on executions si-
nce January 2004. Dozens of
death sentences since then
have been issued, but later sus-
pended or commuted. A major-
ity of Lebanon’s 128-member
Parliament voted in favour of
ending the death penalty, with
the exception of the parliamen-
tary bloc of Hezbollah.

LIBYAN REFINERY
ABLAZE AFTER

DRONE ATTACKS
Tripoli, Aug. 11: Libyan fire-
fighters continued to battle a
blaze at the Zawiya refinery
complex on Tuesday, according
to two engineers at the site,
with state oil firm NOC saying
it could declare force majeure
if drone attacks on oil assets in
the city continued.

The fire, although intense,
has not caused any damage to
Libya’s largest operating refin-
ery, the engineers told Reuters. 

Three officials at Brega
Petroleum Marketing, which is
in charge of Libya’s fuel sup-
plies, told Reuters that fuel and
gasoline supplies had not been
affected.

ESPIONAGE: 2 
EX-CHINESE ARMY

MEN ARRESTED
Seoul, Aug. 11: Two former
Chinese military servicemem-
bers were arrested in South Ko-
rea for alleged espionage, acc-
used of acts including inter-
cepting communications betw-
een fighter jets and ground co-
ntrol and collecting informa-
tion on movements of US arm-
aments, police said on Tuesday.

Calls to the Chinese Embassy
in Seoul were unanswered
after business hours on
Tuesday. The police announce-
ment came a day after South
Korean and United States mili-
taries said they would start
annual exercises next week. 

Military rescue workers walk on the rubble a day after
an earthquake, in Pereira, Colombia, on Tuesday. — AP

Colombia quake
death toll at 250
Bogota, Aug. 11: The
death toll from a devastat-
ing earthquake that flat-
tened dozens of buildings
in western Colombia ju-
mped to 250, local author-
ities said on Tuesday as
emergency workers dug
through the wreckage for
survivors.

The 7.4 magnitude ear-
thquake, the most power-
ful to strike the South
American country in dec-
ades, tore through Colom-
bia’s coffee-growing hear-
tland early on Monday,
reduced multi-story buil-
dings to rubble in cities
such as Pereira and Cali,
and caused one of the sp-
ires of a cathedral in
Manizales to collapse.

Emergency teams aided
by police, soldiers and
volunteers worked throu-
gh the night with excava-
tors and, at times, their
bare hands, hunting for
survivors beneath debris.

Jose Fernando Usma,
head of search and rescue
for the Quindio branch of
the Colombian Red Cross,
said rescuers had detect-
ed sounds and some signs
that could indicate sur-
vivors beneath the rub-
ble, and were assessing
damaged structures and
removing debris to reach
people trapped deeper
inside. “We still have a big
window of time. We have
approximately 24 more
hours.”  — Reuters

TRUMP: I’M 
NO. 1 ON IRAN’S
TARGET LIST
FROM PPAGE 11

The New York Times and
CBS News reported last
month that intelligence
officials flagged a specif-
ic threat of an attack on
the president or his jet,
triggering additional pr-
ecautions. The president
at the time said the new
luxury jet was being
flown out ahead of his
departure from Ankara
to give some US troops at
the air base in Milde-
nhall, in Britain, a
chance to check out the
new Air Force One.

The change of aircraft
had raised questions
about the security of the
Qatar-gifted jet, and Tru-
mp said last month after
the trip that it would
undergo additional up-
grades. After arriving at
Mildenhall, news photo-
graphers captured imag-
es of Trump getting off
the presidential plane,
suggesting he re-board-
ed Air Force One out of
sight of the journalists
who thought they were
travelling with him.

After the brief visit to
the base at Mildenhall,
Trump boarded the new
Air Force One aircraft to
fly the rest of the way to
Washington. Aboard the
aircraft, Trump was
asked if there were any
credible threats by Iran
on Air Force One.

“Well, I have a threat
all the time. I’m number
one on their list before
you,” Trump said, addi-
ng, “But if I go, you go.”

While Trump was in
Turkey, the US military
conducted a series of
strikes in Iran in retalia-
tion for its attacks on
merchant shipping in
the region. Iran has
refused to back down on
its demands that the US
end its blockade of
Iranian ports and fulfil
other conditions, and
only then will Tehran
consider reopening the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran shut down the St-
rait after Israel and the
US attacked the country
on February 28. The clo-
sure of the key waterw-
ay, through which rough-
ly one-fifth of the worl-
d’s traded oil supplies
passed before the war,
has kept energy prices
volatile. 

Melbourne, Aug. 11:
Australians for the first
time can reveal their sexu-
al orientation and whether
they identify as a different
gender than the one record-
ed at birth — contentious
debut questions in the lat-
est census that occurs
every five years. 

The 66-question census,
held on Tuesday, is the first
under a centre-left Labor
Party government since
2011. The current Labor
government backflipped to

allow the questions after
having dropped them tem-
porarily two years ago as
“divisive.” Both questions
are open to members of
households 16 years of age
and older. 

The answer options for
sexual orientation are str-
aight, gay or lesbian, bisex-
ual, don’t know, prefer not
to answer or a term of the
respondent’s choice that
can be written in a desig-
nated blank space. The
options for the gender that

the respondent currently
identifies with that differs
from that registered at
birth are man, woman,
nonbinary, prefer not to
answer or another term
that the respondent can
provide. 

The gender and sexual
orientation questions are
optional, along with a qu-
estion on religion that has
been included since the
first census in 1911. 

Labor had promised such
questions about sexuality
and gender would be
included in the next census
while campaigning ahead
of the 2022 elections that
brought the party to power
after nine years out of gov-
ernment. 

The Australian govern-

ment determines the topics
for each census. The
Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics decides the wording
of questions. 

In 2024, the government
decided against deviating
from the 2021 census ques-
tions in the interests of
maintaining social cohe-
sion. “We do not want to
open up divisive debates in
the community now,”
Deputy Prime Minister
Richard Marles said in
August 2024. — AP

Gender identity question in Oz census
Two years ago, the Labor govt called it ‘divisive’, dropped itANSWER | OPTION

We do not want to
open up divisive

debates in the community.” 

— RICHARD MMARLES
Deputy Prime Minister

Absent al-Assad given
death for killings, torture

N. Korean missiles fired
in attack, 10 dead: Kyiv
Z a p o r i z h z h i a
(Ukraine), Aug. 11:
Russian attacks across
Ukraine killed at least
10 people overnight and
wounded dozens, Kyiv
said Tuesday, accusing
Moscow of launching
North Korean missiles
in the raid.

The allegation comes
after Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy warned —
without providing evi-
dence — that Moscow
was receiving more bal-
listic projectiles and
troops from its ally
Pyongyang.

Russia has turned to
North Korea for support
throughout its four-and-
a-half-year invasion.

Earlier in the war, Py-
ongyang dispatched
thousands of troops to

help Russia fight back a
Ukrainian counterat-
tack into its western
Kursk region.

And intelligence from
the West, Kyiv and
Seoul, has long accused
North Korea of supply-
ing weapons to Russia.

The southeastern city
of Zaporizhzhia was
worst hit in Russia’s lat-
est overnight barrage,
with seven people killed
and 24 wounded, local
authorities said.

“The city was struck
with North Korean bal-
listic missiles, Zircons,
and guided aerial
bombs. It was a vicious
attack, calculated to
inflict maximum dam-
age specifically on civil-
ian infrastructure,” he
said.

All seven killed were

employees of the Zapo-
rizhstal steel plant.

“The ballistic strike
caught employees on
their way to shelter
immediately after the
air alert was
announced,” the plant
said in a statement,
adding that “another 21
of our colleagues were
wounded”. Three more
people were killed by
Russian drones and mis-
siles in the neighbour-
ing Dnipropetrovsk
region, the local mili-
tary administration
said.

In the capital Kyiv,
Zelenskyy said an infec-
tious diseases hospital
was hit, while strikes on
the frontlines cities of
Kherson and Kharkiv
caused power outages.

— AFP

Damascus, Aug. 11: A
Syrian court sentenced
ousted leader Bashar al-
Assad to death on Tues-
day after a trial in
absentia, convicting
him of crimes including
killings, torture, and
arbitrary arrest during
the country’s nearly 14-
year war.

It was the first Syrian
conviction against
Assad, who was ousted
in a rebel offensive in
December 2024 that
ended decades of his
family’s iron-fisted rule
over Syria, and the bru-
tal war that killed hun-
dreds of thousands of
Syrians, who gathered
around the court in
Damascus, chanting,
clapping and waving the
Syrian flag as news of
the sentences spread.

Assad fled Damascus
as rebel fighters closed
in nearly two years ago,
and is currently in Rus-
sia, where he and his fa-
mily were granted asy-
lum on humanitarian
grounds. In a trial of ex-
government officials on
Tuesday, a judge handed
down a death sentence
to the former president

over the crimes of “pre-
meditated and inten-
tional murder of more
than one person and of
children, torture, arbi-
trary arrest and crimes
against humanity”.

The judge issued the
same sentence in absen-
tia to Assad’s brother
Maher, who headed the
fearsome Fourth Arm-
oured Division, which
was responsible for
crackdowns on protests,

recapturing Syrian ter-
ritory on behalf of
Assad and was accused
of spearheading the
production and trade of
drugs to enrich Assad.

A death sentence was
also handed down to
Atef Najib, an Assad-
era security official in
the southern province
of Deraa, where the first
protests against Assad
erupted in 2011. 

— Reuters

People celebrate after a Syrian court sentenced
Atef Najib, a cousin of ousted president Bashar
Assad (inset), to death for overseeing a crackdown
in Daraa that helped spark Syria’s uprising and civil
war, while Assad and his brother Maher were also
sentenced to death in absentia, in Damascus, on
Tuesday. — AP
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BJP state president N.
Ramchander Rao accused
the Congress of double
standards, questioning why
youth protests in
Jharkhand, ruled by the
JMM, a Congress ally, were
being ruthlessly sup-
pressed while the same
party created a false narra-
tive in NDA-ruled states.
He demanded that
Opposition leader Rahul
Gandhi stop disrupting
Parliament and face a
debate on the issue instead
of creating “chaos”.

Addressing a press con-
ference at state BJP office,
Rao said Rahul Gandhi had
“nothing to do with the
future of students” and
was practising “politics of
convenience.” He asked
why Gandhi, after showing

“fake sympathy” in Delhi,
was not visiting Jharkhand
to “wipe the tears” of stu-
dents facing police action.
“The entire country is
watching how students in
Jharkhand are waging a
peaceful, dignified and dis-
ciplined struggle. There is
no indecent language or
abusive slogans, yet Con-
gress-JMM government is
mercilessly committing
atrocities,” Rao alleged.

He claimed that 90 per
cent of those who partici-
pated in the Congress-
backed protest in Delhi
over the NEET paper leak
were outsiders, with anti-

national and "azadi" slo-
gans being raised. Rao said
Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan had
resigned taking moral
responsibility for the
NEET incident, but the
Jharkhand government
was not owning up to paper
leaks there.

“Rahul Gandhi does not
want the Home Minister to
answer in the House. He is
terrified that if a debate
takes place and all facts are
presented, his lies will be
exposed,” Rao said, adding,
“Don’t run, don’t hide. Face
the debate and face the
facts.” 

About the 7.5-km MGBS-
Chandrayangutta corri-
dor under Metro Phase-
II, Revanth Reddy asked
officials to consult Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) and obtain
advice on the latest tech-
nologies that could be
adopted. He stressed the
need to make use of con-
temporary technology
and expertise to ensure
efficient implementa-
tion of the Old City
Metro Rail.

During the meeting,
the Chief Minister also
reviewed the prelimi-
nary arrangements for
the Invest Telangana
Global Summit 2026
scheduled to be held in
Future City in
December. 

He directed officials to
begin advance prepara-
tions and ensure smooth
and successful conduct
of the summit. He sug-
gested that a programme
be formulated to honour
prominent personalities
in different sectors of
the business and indus-
trial world during the
summit.

Revanth Reddy empha-
sised that Global Su-
mmit should be organi-
sed to international
standards with a strong
focus on attracting inve-
stments to the state. 

He directed officials to
submit comprehensive
details of the invest-
ments attracted to
Telangana and the
progress achieved fol-
lowing last year's sum-
mit.

He also asked them to
prepare a detailed action
plan to achieve further
progress in investments
and strengthen Telan-
gana’s position as an
attractive global invest-
ment destination.

TAKES

BJP Assembly floor leader
Aleti Maheshwar Reddy on
Tuesday alleged deep-rooted
corruption in Congress gov-
ernment and pointed to accu-
sations by an INTUC federa-
tion general secretary, who
had alleged that the wife of
Deputy Chief Minister had
sought 10 per cent commission
for clearing her pension dues.

“Administration has comple-
tely derailed. Even a Congress-
affiliated INTUC leader is
accusing the Deputy CM's
spouse of taking commissions.
Earlier, contractors protested
in the Deputy CM's chamber,
alleging 30 per cent cuts,”
Maheshwar Reddy said at a
press conference. He claimed
retired employees were being
denied dues despite court
orders and pointed to a finance
secretary facing a bailable
arrest warrant as evidence of
official misconduct. 

The BJP leader demanded
details on over `4 lakh crore in
loans taken by the Congress
government. 

POLITICS pg
DECCAN CHRONICLE | HYDERABAD | WEDNESDAY | 12 AUGUST 2026

ALETI ALLEGES
10% COMMISSION
IN PENSION CASE

BRS working president K.T.
Rama Rao on Tuesday accused
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy of handing over five
acres of very valuable land in
the proposed Future City to
his brother A. Kondal Reddy
who, he alleged had “floated a
'company that exists only on
paper, and with a paid up capi-
tal of just `1 lakh.”

Addressing reporters, Rama
Rao alleged that Kondal Reddy
is listed as the chairman of
Tesseract Advanced Systems,
and was given the land, worth
`200 crore, for `7 crore. “What
exactly is Tesseract Advanced
Systems, and what are its fina-
ncial credentials? If Kondal
Reddy has no connection with
Tesseract, why was he present-
ed as its chairman and why
did he represent the company
at meetings,” Rama Rao asked.

Rama Rao asked on what
basis was the valuation done
before the land was given to
Kondal Reddy's company.

Demanding an investigation
into the role of Chief Minister
and other ministers concerned
in the deal, Rama Rao said
BRS would approach the Go-
vernor and the Lokayukta and
pursue legal and constitution-
al remedies on this issue.

Union coal and mines min-
ister G. Kishan Reddy on
Tuesday hit back at
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and Delhi former
chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal over their criti-
cism of the ethanol blend-
ing programme, releasing a
detailed chronology from
the UPA government's own
Gazette notifications.

Kishan Reddy accused Ra-
hul Gandhi of “lying to the
country” on ethanol blend-
ing, while Kejriwal was spr-
eading “fake claims” about
imports. He recalled that on
November 22, 2012, the
Cabinet Committee on Ec-
onomic Affairs of Congress-
led UPA had mandated five
per cent ethanol blending
by June 30, 2013, followed by
a January 2, 2013, gazette

notification directing oil
marketing companies to sell
petrol blended up to 10 per
cent ethanol. “Against a
requirement of 140.4 crore
litres, the producers in the
country could offer only 55
crore litres. The finalised
quantity collapsed to 39.8
crore litres. Faced with that
shortfall, Congress govern-
ment floated a global tender
for 82.03 crore litres,” he
said, adding that party had
gone to international mar-
ket because it “could not
build capacity to source
from India’s own farmers.”

Kishan counters Cong.,
Kejriwal on ethanol mix

Nearly 45.2 lakh electors
in Telangana have been
marked as permanently
shifted in the enumera-
tion phase of the special
intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral roll,
accounting for more
than three-fifths of the
73.39 lakh enumeration
forms classified as
uncollectable.

CEO C. Sudharsan
Reddy said state has
3,38,26,448 electors, of
whom enumeration for-
ms for 2,64,87,214 (78.30
per cent) have been digi-
tised. Forms for another
73,39,234 electors (21.70
per cent) were classified
as uncollectable. Press
Note on SIR.pdf Of the
uncollectable forms,
45,18,961 relate to elec-
tors listed as permanent-
ly shifted. This is follo-
wed by 11,25,546 classi-
fied as absent or untra-
ceable and 9,22,230
linked to deaths. Anot-
her 6,70,203 forms were
categorised as already
enrolled, while 1,02,294
fell under the "Others"
category. The figures are
part of the status of elec-
tors following comple-
tion of enumeration ph-
ase under the SIR. 

45.2 L VOTERS IN
STATE MARKED AS
‘SHIFTED’ IN S.I.R.

The Cabinet, scheduled
to meet on August 14,
and is expected to decide
on extending free LPG
and power to more fami-
lies, a new land pooling
policy for mobilising
resources for infrastruc-
ture and development
projects, and the pro-
posed special session of
the Legislature seeking
reduction of age to con-
test for parliamentary
elections.

Official sources said
the Cabinet was likely to
approve the land pooling
policy , which is aimed at
replacing the forced land
acquisition process with
a more participatory
model. Under the pro-

posed policy, landowners
would receive 60 per cent
of fully developed plots
in return for pooling
their land, while govern-
ment agencies such as
the HMDA and TGICC
would retain the remain-
ing 40 per cent. The gov-
ernment intends to use
its share for resource
mobilisation and execu-
tion of infrastructure
and development proj-
ects.

The Cabinet is also
expected to finalise the
schedule for convening a
one-day special session
of the Legislature to
pass a resolution seeking
reduction in the mini-
mum age for contesting
Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections from 25 to 21
years. The resolution is
also likely to seek reduc-

tion in the minimum age
for contesting Rajya
Sabha and Legislative
Council elections from
30 to 25 years.

As Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy is expect-
ed to undertake a three-
week overseas tour cov-
ering the UK, the US,
China and Germany
from August 20 to
September 10, the spe-
cial session is likely to be
convened on August 17
or 18. On the welfare
front, the Cabinet is
expected to approve
sanctioning pensions for
another 2.25 lakh benefi-
ciaries. The government
is also likely to extend
the Gruha Jyothi
scheme, under which up
to 200 units of electricity
are supplied free of cost,
to an additional three to

four lakh families.
Under the Mahalakshmi
scheme, another five
lakh families are expect-
ed to be brought under
the subsidised LPG
cylinder scheme, under
which beneficiaries get a
cylinder for an effective
price of `500.

The government cur-
rently provides monthly
pensions to around 41
lakh beneficiaries.

The Cabinet is also
expected to approve call-
ing for tenders for con-
struction of Indiramma
Towers to provide flats
for LIG categories in
Hyderabad Core Urban
Region.  The Cabinet is
also expected to take key
decisions on launching
Musi rejuvenation wor-
ks and Gandhi Sarovar
project works.

Special session may seek lower age for LS, Assembly polls

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on
Tuesday directed offi-
cials to make the Khelo
India Youth Games 2026,
which the state will host
in Hyderabad in
December, a prestigious
and memorable sporting
event reflecting the true
spirit of sportsmanship. 

The Chief Minister,
along with sports minis-
ter Vakiti Srihari,
reviewed arrangements
for the national-level
sporting event and
stressed the need for
comprehensive prepara-
tions well in advance.

Revanth Reddy direct-
ed officials to assess the
condition of stadiums
and other sporting infra-
structure and undertake
permanent improve-
ments to bring them up
to the standards
required for hosting the
competitions. 

He assured that the
state government was
ready to provide the nec-
essary funds for infra-
structure development.

Since athletes from dif-
ferent states would par-
ticipate in the games, he
called for arrangements
that would provide them
with quality sporting
facilities and a con-
ducive environment.

The Chief Minister
also directed officials to
begin preparations for
the opening and closing
ceremonies, including
identifying and inviting
prominent guests, lead-
ing sportspersons and
film personalities to par-
ticipate in the pro-
grammes. He asked offi-
cials to clearly divide
responsibilities relating
to infrastructure, con-

duct of sporting events
and facilities for athletes
and guests so that each
department could take
ownership of its
assigned tasks.

He suggested involving
Arjuna Award-winning
sportspersons from
Telangana, members of
the Telangana Sports
Hub Board, representa-
tives of the Olympic
Association and nation-
al-level sports bodies in
the organisation of the
games. He instructed
officials to prepare a
detailed plan immediate-
ly to ensure their effec-
tive participation.

As competitions in 20

sporting disciplines are
proposed to be held as
part of the Khelo India
Youth Games, the Chief
Minister asked officials
to identify suitable ven-
ues for each discipline
and make arrangements
accordingly. He empha-
sised that the games
should be conducted in a
manner that showcases
Telangana’s sporting
capabilities while
upholding the spirit of
fair play and sportsman-
ship.

The Chief Minister
also stressed that prepa-
rations for the December
event should be taken up
on a mission mode to
ensure that all infra-
structure, logistical and
hospitality arrange-
ments were completed
well before the competi-
tions.

Chief Minister’s advis-
er K. Ramakrishna Rao,
Sports Authorty of
Telangana Chairman
Shiva Sena Reddy, sports
department special chief
secretary Jayesh Ranjan
and SATG managing
director Sonibala Devi
were present.

Revanth directs preparations
for Khelo India Youth Games

The state government
has begun distributing
developed plots measur-
ing 121 square yards
each to farmers whose
land was acquired for
the Hyderabad Pharma
City project during the
previous BRS regime, in
addition to the compen-
sation already paid to
them. In the first phase,
registration documents
for the plots were hand-
ed over to 387 farmers
on Tuesday, who had
surrendered less than
five acres each. 

The Congress govern-
ment has decided to
utilise the acquired land
for developing Bharat
Future City.

The then-BRS govern-
ment had decided to
acquire 19,333 acres of
assigned and patta land
for Pharma City, of
which more than 7,800
acres were acquired in
Nakkarta Medipalli,
Nanaknagar, Tadiparthi

and Kurmidda of Yach-
aram mandal in Ran-
gareddy district. 

Farmers of assigned
patta land were initially
paid `8 lakh per acre,
while those in occupa-
tion of government land
received `7.7 lakh per
acre. Private patta land-
owners were paid more
than `35 lakh per acre
in instalments, begin-
ning at `12.5 lakh. 

Following protests
against Pharma City
project, the government
decided to allot devel-
oped plots measuring
121 square yards for
every acre surrendered
by farmers who had
received compensation. 

A 620-acre mega ven-
ture was developed in
Panjaguda of Mirakha-
npet revenue village
limits, where plots were
allotted through a lot-
tery and possession sh-
own to beneficiaries.
Though TGIIC regis-
tered the plots at its own
cost last year, registra-
tion documents were

not handed over during
the BRS government
tenure.

More than 1,100 patta
farmers from the four
villages had surren-
dered their land hold-
ing. Some had pur-
chased land years earli-
er for around `4.5 lakh
per acre and agreed to
surrender it after being
assured compensation
of `12.5 lakh per acre.
Farmers recently bro-
ught the delay in hand-
ing over registration
documents to the gov-
ernment's notice.

However, distribution
of documents to assig-
ned-land farmers is like-
ly to be delayed further
following allegations of
irregularities. Certific-
ates were issued to 5,720
assigned and patta far-
mers and plots were reg-
istered according to al-
lotted numbers. Subse-
quently, the government
identified more than 250
suspected fake benefici-
aries among those
claiming assigned land. 

Farmers of Pharma City
receive 121-sq-yard plots 

OFFICIALS TO SEEK
ADVICE FROM
DELHI METRO RAIL

Rahul must face debate, says NRR

KTR: CM'S BROTHER
GIVEN EXPENSIVE

FUTURE CITY LAND

CARWAN STAGES
PROTEST AT

SUNDARAYYA PARK

The Campaign for Release of
Workers and Activists of
Noida (CARWAN) staged a
demonstration at Sundarayya
Park, Baghlingampally, on Tu-
esday, four months after work-
ers and activists connected to
the Noida workers' movement
were detained. Participants
demanded their release and
accused Uttar Pradesh police
of filing false cases, provoking
violence and misusing the
National Security Act (NSA).

CARWAN representative Ma-
hipal linked the arrests to a st-
rike in Noida, where workers
had demanded a wage incre-
ase from `9,000 to `20,000. He
said activists Rupesh, Aditya,
Aakriti, Srishti and Manisha
had urged workers to remain
peaceful, but police later pick-
ed them up. He alleged that po-
lice operatives infiltrated Wh-
atsApp groups to incite vio-
lence. Mahipal accused police
of indecent behaviour towards
pregnant women and claimed
a 16-year-old boy was detained
in Laksar Jail. 
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